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I hear from a lot of my female clients who are going through a divorce tell me that they feel like a
financial victim because they weren’t the ones managing the money during their marriage.
The emotional struggle of divorce is challenging enough to deal with on its own. Unfortunately, that
struggle increases exponentially when you’re forced to add up your marriage in dollars and cents. If
your former spouse managed the finances during your marriage, they could use that knowledge and
experience to box you out and take what’s rightfully yours.
You deserve better. You deserve to be taken care of, not cast aside. You deserve to live your life
without the fear of wondering how you’re going to pay your bills today, and when you retire.
Here at Capital Financial & Insurance, LLC, we fight to make sure you keep your rightful share of all
assets without leaving anything on the table.
I’ve prepared this special report to help you do just that. In this report, I break down the biggest
financial mistakes you can make before, during and after a divorce…and how to avoid them.
Read it. Take it to heart. Protect yourself. After you’ve done so, do yourself a favor, call my office at
(919) 657-4201 and set up your free, no-obligation Financial Strategy Session. You’ll be glad you did.
I look forward to hearing from you.

Peter D’Arruda
Peter J. D’Arruda, RFC, IAR
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8 Financial Mistakes
To Avoid Before, During
and After Divorce

1. Don’t Rely On Getting Your “Equal Half”
Only 9 states have community property, which means you keep half of your accumulated wealth. If you
live in Alaska, you can “opt-in” to community property. In the other 41 states, however, the judge has the
power to divide assets as he or she deems “fair or equitable” based on the details of your specific marriage.

2. Don’t Stay Attached To Your House
You may still have an emotional – as well as financial – attachment to your house. While I can’t speak to
your emotional bond, I can tell you this: your house’s value is not the same as real money. It’s only the
potential for money, and that potential can fall dramatically based on the market (remember 2008!). So,
don’t let your ex try to use this as a bargaining chip against your rightful claim to assets with real value,
like stocks, bonds or cash.
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3. Don’t Offer Up Your Pre-Marital Assets
Anything you earned BEFORE you walked down the aisle is yours, and that includes things like savings
and checking accounts, retirement accounts and even your house (IF you owned the property in full
before the marriage). The only portion your ex-spouse is entitled to is that which accumulated after you
tied the knot. Of course, the laws change based on where you live, so check with a trusted legal counsel.

4. Spell Everything Out In Percentages
When you and your ex are signing the separation agreement, pay special attention to the Qualified
Domestic Relations Order (QDRO). This part deals with how much of the retirement assets you’re entitled
to. It’s crucial for you to spell things out in percentages rather than dollar amounts. Make it clear you want
50% of the total (or 25% or 30%, depending on your situation). If your ex tries to get you to agree to a
dollar amount, claiming it’s the same, don’t trust it. I’d love to talk to you more about this when you call
my office.

5. Don’t Pay A Penalty On Early Retirement Withdrawal
You wouldn’t normally withdraw retirement assets before age 591/2 or you would suffer a 10% penalty.
Fortunately, the IRS understands some exceptions must be made in a divorce to bridge the financial gap,
and they offer an exception to this rule. Here’s another important point we should discuss when you come
to my office.

6. Don’t Forget About Social Security Benefits
Simply put, if your marriage lasted for at least 10 years, you are entitled to half of your ex-spouse’s
anticipated benefit, even if they have remarried. If you will get Social Security as well, that does NOT
mean you automatically forfeit your ex-spouse’s benefit. If half of your ex-spouse’s benefit is still more than
what you will collect, then you’re entitled to the difference.

7. Start Your Own Accounts, and Close Shared Accounts
Close any joint accounts and replace them with those in your name only. You don’t want to allow your ex
access to your money. This includes all bank accounts, brokerages, as well as all credit and debit cards. You
should check your credit report for any items of concern as well.

8. Don’t Use Your Ex’s Friends As Your Allies:
When you divorce your husband, do NOT rely on the same advisors as your former husband. They are
HIS advisors, and you can’t trust them to provide you with safe, honest, unbiased counsel. Just as you were
selective about your divorce attorney, now you must choose a new financial advisor for yourself.
How many of the 8 points in the report were you able to check off? Every single point that you
didn’t check off should concern you. It means that you could be losing money for both the present…
and more importantly your future. Don’t become a financial victim.
Call my office at (919) 657-4201 or visit me online at capitalfinancialusa.com to set up
your free, no-obligation Financial Strategy Session with me and my team.
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I created this special report in an effort to help you regain
something you may have lost during your divorce: peace of
mind. Regardless of how your proceedings concluded, there’s a
chance you were not awarded your rightful share of the assets.
I know the emotional challenges you are facing right now. It’s
tough.
It’s also tough to think about things like retirement, or if you
are going to have to go back to work…or how you are going to
make ends meet.
But sweeping it under the rug won’t make things better. It
often makes it worse.
Today can be the day you stop living with the fear, confusion,
and uncertainty about not only where your income will come
from, but how long it will last.
We can show you how.
Call my office at (919) 657-4201 or visit me online at
capitalfinancialusa.com to set up your free, no-obligation
Financial Strategy Session with me and my team.. If you feel
like we’re a good fit, then I’ll join your team, and we’ll secure
your financial future together.
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